
365

but I am loth to use means to arrest it as it
iiiifiorges the uterus and prevents the chance
of metritis. These symptoms subside gra-
ctally, and by the following day the patient
appears quite well, the laucinating pains of
the cause having disappeared, &c. In only
one case metritis appeared, but readily
yielded to a large application of leeches.
On the third or fourth day, the surgeon

should introduce his finger into the vagina,
and remove any clots which may have lodged
there, as their putrefaction would irritate
the wound. I think this better than using
injections which should not be employed
until the seventh or eighth day, as the

parts are as yet tender from the tractor,
and there is danger lest the pipe be incau-
tiously thrust against the wound. About
the eighth day we may examine the part
with the speculum, and we shall generally
find it covered with healthy granulations
and half cicatrized ; we may now begin to
use an injection of the solution of chloro-
oside of sodium, weak at first, gradually in-
creasing the strength ; the wound heals ra-
pidly, but should a small ring remain sore,
round the orifice of the uterus, we may em-
ploc the nitrate of silver in solution. In five
or six weeks the patient is well. ,

In some patients, during the healing, ’,
some alarming symptoms occurred, viz. lan-
cinating pains in the uterus; these, how-
ever, generally proved to be preludes to
the appearance of the menses, and disap-
peared with them.
The objections which have been urged

against this operation are, 1st. That the

peritoneum descends so low, and the insec-
tion of the vagina on the uterus is so nar-
row, that there is danger of wounding the
peritoneum in removing the diseased part.
2d. That in many cases the neck is so soft-
ened as not to afford sufficient hold for the

forceps. To the first I reply, that before I
performed this operation, 1 examined the
parts in upwards of 50 subjects at la Pitie,
andin all I found that the insection of the
vagina instead of being linear, occupied a
space of three or four lines all round, and
that the distance from the commencement
of the insection to the fold of the perito-
neum was seven lines in front, and six at
the back, thus obviating all danger of wound-
ina the peritoneum, even were we to ampu-
tate at the insection of the mucous mem-
brane, To the second objection, I can only
say, that where the neck of the uterus is so
soltened, the body will be always diseased,
and that nothing but the complete removal
(,1 the organ can succeed.
the patient, a young woman, aged 24,

was now brought in and operated on ; the
chief ;,art of the pain was caused in draw-
ing down the uterus the incision also gave
more pain than in either of the former cases

I saw, (those described by Mr. Turley,) for
then neither patient was aware when the
incision was made, and thought, when the
operation was concluded, that the prelimi-
naries only had been made.

Bleeding continued for about four hours,
about 14 oz. of blood were lost, which
caused fainting. In the evening slight pain
in the belly, for which she was bled to 4 oz.,
was rather sick once, but did not vomit.
Passed a bad night ; probably kept awake by
a woman in labour in the same ward. On
the following day she had a slight attack of
gout in the middle finger of the right hand ;
she had had one attack previously.
The case continued to do well, and the

wound healed kindly.

CASE OF RETENTION OF URINE.

By &mdash; HARE, Esq. Great Baddow.
IN a late communication, I promisedyou some interesting particulars of a case

of retention of urine, which occurred in

my practice some years ago. As there is
a cast of the case in the museum of St.
Thomas’s Hospital, I feel that a short his-

tory of it ought to go down to posterity, at
the present moment, as all the parties con-
cerned are living except one, and may fur-
ther elucidate or correct any errors I may
inadvertently have fallen into.

I have repeatedly urged the gentleman to
whom the patient belonged, to publish the
case, but without effect ; whether this
arose from a consciousness that there was a
fault in the operation, I know not ; if so, I
am willing to bear the blame with him ;
though not the operator, I was present, and
consenting, and therefore ought to share,
and not shrink from, the responsibility.
The operation was performed in the

linea semilunaris, an unusual place, and too
high up ; this arose from the great ascent
of the bladder, and not reflecting that when
the waterwas drawn off, it might contract to
such a degree, as to recede from the instru-
ment, and endanger an infiltration of the
urine into the cavity of the abdomen; that
this did not occur, I have no doubt arose
from its having formed adhesions to the

parietes with which it was in contact.
About five years ago, I was accidentally

introduced to Sir Astley Cooper, at Guy’s,
surrounded by his pupils ; he immediately
addressed me, and said he was constantly
speaking of me in his lectures ; I told him
I was not aware that I had done anything
to entitle me to such an honour ; lie men-
tioned the case of a man who had worn a
catheter in the abdomen upwards of a
twelvemonth, and that he had got a cast of
it in the museum, which he very kindly ill.
vited me to see.
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I shall state the leading particulars, with
as much brevity and precision as I can.
- - Palmer, a florid healthy man, about

thirty years of age, consulted a neighbouring
physician for a difficulty in making water,
from a stricture of some standing ; he pre-
scribed some medicines, and recommended
the use of the bougie ; the attempt brought
on complete retention of urine. After every
means had been unsuccessfully tried for

many hours to relieve him, I was called in ;
I found him in great distress, the bladder
enormously distended, filling the whole an-
terior part of the abdomen. I advised that
the bladder should be immediately tapped
above the pubis, which being assented to,
several pints of urine were drawn off, to his
great relief. The puncture was made with
a very large-sized trocar, whose calibre ad-
mitted the introduction of a female catheter,
which was left in, in order to evacuate the
water, till the natural passage could be re-
stored. When he had sufficiently recovered
from his late severe sufferings, every proper
attempt was made by bougies and catheters
to overcome the stricture, without effect.
The course was then had to the caustic
bougie; after several applications, it brought
on inflammation and swelling of both testi-
cles, and such high symptomatic fever, as to
place his life in jeopardy for some days.

After several months’ confinement to his
bed, lie gradually recovered, and was enabled
to follow his ordinary business of driving
a van. The wound became sore and exco-
riated ; he felt anxious to have something
done to relieve him. He consulted Mr.
Cline, who declined doing anything for

him; advised him to rest satisfied with his
present situation, considering the great im-
probability of finding the natural passage,
and the hazard attending the making a false
one. Not satisfied with this opinion, he
was most fortunately recommended to Sir
Astley Cooper, who, with a boldness, dex.
terity, and skill, not to be surpassed, and
rarely equalled, succeeded in passing a

sound into the bladder, and sent him into
the country with the following note ad-
dressed to me :-

&deg; Mr. Astley Cooper presents his best

compliments to Mr. Hare, and although he
has not the pleasure of knowing him, yet
he respects him, on account of his superior
skill, as evinced by the case of Palmer.

" Mr. Cooper has done all in his power
to re-establish the natural canal, and a

bougie, of the largest size, can be passed.
The female catheter may be removed in the
course of a week, as he can make water per.
fectly well.

11 New Bond Street."

It affords me great pleasure to add, that
he has enjoyed perfect health since the

operation, having all the {unction! and pro-
creative faculties of the parts happily 
stored.
This case shows, in a striking point of

view, the great resources of nature, and the
superiority of modern surgery, as evinced

by Sir Astley Cooper.
I have no doubt, a great part of the pas-

sage was a newly made one, yet it has
taken on all the functions of the natural one,
It tends also to confirm a most important
pathological fact, viz. that whenever th.
bladder is wounded in any part, that point
becomes the centre towards which all the
contractions of this organ are directed, and
consequently the urine is expelled by these
contractions ; for, notwithstanding the blad-
der was tapped so high up, the urine was

readily expelled through the catheter, with-
out any change of posture.

Great Baddow, Essex, May 10, 1828.

CASE OF RHEUMATISM SUCCESSFULLY

TREATED BY ACUPUNCTURATION.

BY T. W. WANSBROUGH, ESQ. FULHAM.

THE following case exemplifies, in a most

remarkable degree, the efficacy of acupunc.
turation, a remedy which, in despite of the
sneers of certain learned sages, has come

into general use.

Christopher Rowles, setat. 68, applied
for relief, in consequence of severe pain
in the back of h;s head, under which he liad
laboured, in a state of continued suffering, for
seventeen weeks. He had been attended by
a medical man, who had treated him for
rheumatism. He had been " physic’d,
cupped, and blistered," but had found no
relief ; his sight had become impaired, and
his frame much emaciated by long suffering.
He referred to the occiput as the seat of

pain. His head was inclined towards the
left shoulder, that is to say, the action of
the left splenius had drawn the head in that
direction ; he had not the power in his right
arm to take off his nightcap, nor to put it
on ; the same difficulty existed with resfea
to putting on his coat, so that either in the
elevation or extension of the arm, the mus-
cles were incompetent to their offices. On
examining the ridge of the occiput, the pain
was very sensibly felt, as also on pressing
the trapezius and splenius along their coura,
down to the line with the superior poste-
rior angle of the scapula ; the sense of pain
was greater on the left side, and especially
throughout the whole extent of the left sta-
lenus. The tongue was clean, pulse steady,bowels regular, and skin cool. Having sa-


